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Who is Jonathan Gold?

Jonathan Gold and Food in Los Angeles
“And somehow, thinking of Mr. Coleslaw Burger and thinking of the other
restaurants I'd eaten at on Pico, I came up with this sort of half-baked coleslawinspired idea to eat at every restaurant on Pico Boulevard and to create sort of a
map of the senses that would be able to get me from one end to the other.
The next week, as I was coming home from work and I had really nothing else
planned for the evening or, realistically, the week or the rest of my life, I decided to
do that. And I came up with a set of rules. I had to go to each restaurant in order. If
the restaurant was closed, I could go to the next restaurant on the list, but means
the next time I was out, I had to go back to the one that I had missed the first time.”
-- This American Life 110: Mapping, Act Five

“Taste Mapping” as inspiration

Renovation as inspiration

My take: 9 routes with the same starting
point
Step 1: Randomly pick route 1-9. Randomly pick number from 1-30.
Step 2: Drive down route counting restaurants. Count left and right (right first then left).
Step 3: When reach #, if never have eaten there, that is where we eat. If have eaten
there, pick next one that is new.
Rules:
Only count restaurants with an entrance off the route.
Only count restaurants that have meals that would typically be eaten for dinner.

Decisions we made along the way
• No chains
• No repeats
• What if it wasn’t a
restaurant, but a food truck?

“The Bard of the Taco Truck”

Random Number Generation
Microsoft Excel Function: =RAND()
Type that into a cell and it will produce a random number in that cell. Copy the formula
throughout a selection of cells and it will produce random numbers between 0 and 1.
Modify the formula to obtain whatever range you wish. For example…if you wanted random
numbers from 1 to 30, you could enter the following formula:
=INT(30*RAND())+1
The INT eliminates the digits after the decimal, the 30* creates the range to be covered, and
the +1 sets the lowest number in the range.
Alternatives:
=RANDBETWEEN(min, max) or =RANDARRAY(rows, columns, min, max, integer)

Online random generators you might try

https://www.browserling.com/tools/random-number

https://www.calculator.net/random-numbergenerator.html

What we tasted as a result

You can use random number generators for
research, too

